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To whom it may concern on the Finance, Review and Bonding Committee of the State of 

Connecticut Legislature regarding H.B. 5653; AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN EXCISE TAX 

ON AMMUNITION TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY GUN VIOLENCE AND 

INTERVENTION PROGRAM GRANTS. 

My name is Christopher Torino and I, along with thousands of other voters both Democrat and 

Republican, vehemently oppose this ridiculous idea of an ammo tax specifically to support fighting 

crime.   

We already pay way too much in taxes in this state not to mention the taxes already placed on Ammo (an 

additional 11%). So, a tax on our law abiding hobby and self defense should help the state pay for 

criminal acts? Are automobiles taxed because of drunk and now pot smoking drivers?  Is mountain 

climbing equipment taxed because people fall at Ragged mountain in Southington and die?  Is ski 

equipment taxed because one of the Kennedys smashed into a tree and died on the slopes?  Are boats 

taxed because people died smashing into the rocks? 

We are not the criminals and yet Rep. Gilchrist and others feel the public should support a fund to pay 

for the actions of criminals via an ammo tax which makes it even harder for low income people to 

protect themselves.  We already have mechanics in place to go after criminals that are well funded.  Why 

are criminals being let out of jail early only to commit more crime?  And despite the fact that there is 

nothing in the US Constitution or the CT Constitution about having a “Permit”, you people have imposed 

on us a Pistol Permit, Ammo Permit and Long Gun permit. Hmmmm.  How are these criminals getting 

ammo with such robust protections in place?  Especially these days with an ammo shortage yet nearly 

every day someone is shot in Hartford, New Haven and the rest of the Democrat run cities.  How is this 

our fault?  This is all on you.  And where does all that drug money go that is confiscated after raids?  Why 

isn’t that used to fight crime.   In addition, you are flush with “Uncle Joe” money. Where is that all going? 

 

Leave us alone.  We put up with all your anti-Constitutional ridiculous regulations. There are thousands 

of laws on the books to put real bad people away.  Start using them!  

 

Submitted by Christopher Torino, West Hartford 

 


